Based on the presence of both small preadult and large mature specimens in fish, the largest being in fish well offshore, we assume fish normally aid in completing the life history of the worm and that the worm grows in fish. Specific fish apparently act only as faculative hosts for C. occidentalis Nickerson 1902. Dickerman (1948) was able to establish worms from snails in only one of two challenged fish. He reported that large worms from snails contained eggs, and Wootton (1966) presented preliminary data on infecting bivalves experimentally with larvae hatched from bivalveworms. However, as pointed out by Cable (1974), few specimens of C. occidentalis in a species of snail studied by him for more than 30 years possessed eggs, and no eggs or larvae ever occurred in dishes with isolated snails.
Cotylogaster presently includes four species, C. michaelis Monticelli 1892, the type-species, 
DISCUSSION
Lobatostoma ringens has been reported more often than any other marine aspidogastrid. Table I (Fig. 4) . These organs associate with short broad papillae on lateral ridges between individual alveoli and extend from the anterior alveolus to those preceding incompletely developed alveoli near the posterior end; they also occur in the holotype.
Extremely striking in appearance, living worms have reddish alveoli contrasting with a pale yellow body proper. Even though we found the worms residing in the bile duct, conspicuously operculated eggs 116 to 128 long by 73 to 78 wide with well-developed typical aspidogastrid larvae occurred attached to the epithelium of the gall bladder. Stunkard and Dollfus both cited the gall bladder as the location of adults in their reports. Faust and Tang (1936) originally described it from a single worm listed from the spiral valve, but we agree with Stunkard (1962) in questioning that site. 
